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‘Baitcasting Basics’

Get Cranking! by Darren J. Park

Soon after that humiliating and frustrating
experience, [ hit the stores. I bought books,
read magazines, and watched shows on TV.
There’s an abundance of excellent bait-casting

W Most of us in Hawai'‘i have gone to the beach
with a fishing pole and cast a piece of bait into
the ocean, hoping to hook and land something,
only to be disappointed time and again. Fishing
trips may fail to produce the highly anticipated
bell-ringing, ratchet-screaming, heart-pound-
ing strikes because of the improper use and
choice of equipment. Just a little knowledge on
how to properly select and use fishing tackle for
bait-casting could help more fishermen hook
up to some very nice-sized fish when they are
around and hungry.

[ learned this firsthand. Like most fishermen
who get interested in bait-casting, | had some
general experience in other types of fishing,
like trolling and bottom fishing. When my long-
time buddy Chris invited me to go shore fishing
with him on the Big Island, I jumped at the
chance and thought [ was going to hook up big
time. [ had been going fishing with my dad on
his boat since 1 was a kid, and I felt pretty
confident that I could do a little shore fishing
with Chris. Long story short, it became quickly
evident that I had no idea what gear was
required for bait-casting or how to use it. The
short casts, bankrupts, cutoffs and heckles from
Chris’ brother Pat affirmed that I had a lot to

resources available including HAWAII
FISHING NEWS, the “FISHING Hawaii Style”
instructional books, “Hawaii Goes Fishing” or
“Fishing Tales” fishing shows, and even the
friendly staff at your favorite fish and tackle
store. However, many fishermen who are fa-
miliar with these sources still have a lot of basic
but very important questions. Surprisingly, many
still ask these basic questions: Conventional or
spinning reel? What length and action of pole?
What type and weight of lead sinker? What size
and type of hooks? Mainline and leader mate-
rial? Pound test for mainline, leader, and break
line? The list goes on and on. Having someone
show you how to match and select tackle for
your target fish and how to use it properly is
also helpful. I was fortunate that my friend
Chris was willing to sacrifice his fishing time to
teach me these things so that [ could enjoy my
time fishing and actually catch some fish.

To help others and to answer some of the
basic shorecasting questions about essential
bait-casting techniques, guidelines and tips, we
produced a DVD entitled “Baitcasting Basics.”

learn about bait-casting.
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“BAITCACTING
BACICC”

NOW AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

0AHU BIG ISLAND MOLOKAI
Charley’s Fishing Kona Side Captain Clay Ching
Supply Kona Fishing Supply MAUI

Oshima Store
Pearl’s Garden Supply
Blue Water Hunter

Hanapa‘a Hawaii
McCully Bicycle
Pacific Ocean

Maui Sporting Goods
New Maui Fishing

Supply
NPH'J(ducers Hilo Side West Maui Sports
g ? - S. Tokunaga Store & Fishing Supply
B"a".s F!shmg Supply J. Hara Store KAUAI
J&E,Fls_hm_g Supply Dino’s Fishing Tackle . —
Roy’s Fishing Lihue Fishing Supply

Ordering and Shipping Information
$19.95 per DVD + shipping*
Send check or money order in US dollars to:
C4 Video Productions  P. 0. Box 283252 « Honolulu, HI 96828

Or order online at: www.Paypal.com e Select ‘Send Money’ tab
Send payment to: c4videoproductions@hawaii.rr.com
(Please include all shipping and contact information)

*$4.95 domestic, $9.95 international

Chris used to videotape our fishing trips and
share the footage with others; then we realized
that despite the popularity of shore fishing here
in Hawai'‘i, there were no videos featuring this
favorite pastime. With Chris’ video production
skills and my role-filling duties to pitch in
wherever needed, we decided to embark on this
project to produce an instructional and enter-
taining DVD. The completed product features
more than 40 minutes of instruction by Brian
Kimata, owner of Brian’s Fishing Supply, on all
the bait-casting gear you would need and the
gear’s proper use. There’s also action footage
of our fishing gang catching prized fish from
moana-‘ukali to ulua using bait-casting tech-
niques that Brian describes in the instructional
segment.

We also share proven “Tips and Tricks”
that we and our friends have used successfully
over the years, including how to hook an
‘a‘ama crab and keep it alive for use as bait, a
product that will help extend the life of live bait
in a bucket without frequent water changes,
and other useful but less commonly known
techniques.

“Baitcasting Basics” is nearly 90 minutes
long with informative and exhilarating video
footage. While one video won’t immediately
transform you into a fish-catching “pounder,”
when used in conjunction with the instructional
books, help from fishing supply store owners,
and advice from other fishermen, your chances
of catching fish will definitely improve. We
hope it gives you that needed edge on your next
fishing trip to hook up and get cranking!

. Darren




